
WAC 296-23A-0575  How does the department pay a transferring hos-
pital for a transfer case?  When the stay at the transferring hospital 
is a diagnosis-related-group (DRG) paid by the department, and does 
not qualify as a low outlier, the transferring hospital is paid a 
graduated per diem rate for each day of care allowed by the depart-
ment. If the case qualifies as a low cost outlier, the hospital will 
be paid the graduated per diem amount or low cost outlier payment 
amount, whichever is lower. The per diem rate is determined by divid-
ing that hospital's rate for the appropriate DRG by that DRG's average 
length of stay as determined by the department. Payment for the first 
day of service will be two times the per diem rate. For subsequent al-
lowed days, the basic per diem rate will be paid up to the full DRG 
payment amount. Unless the case qualifies as a high outlier, payment 
to the transferring hospital will not exceed the appropriate DRG rate 
that would have been paid had the injured worker not been transferred 
to another hospital.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 51.04.020, 51.04.030 and 51.36.080. WSR 
97-06-066, § 296-23A-0575, filed 2/28/97, effective 4/1/97.]
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